THE LIFE AND LEGENDS OF SUNDARA-MURT1   NAAYANAAR
The great Sages of the Caiva sect in the South of India are four in number. Of these Manikkavacagar is the oldest and incomparably the greatest.A At an interval of probably a century arose Gnana Sambandhar, Sundarar and AppamurtL* These three lived in the time of the great struggle between the Jains and Caivites, which ended in favour of the latter.
The story of Sundarar begins before his appearance in
South India.    He was one of the host of Civa in Kailasam,
-(on   the silver  hill)-his name  being   Halala-Sundara   (an
epithet of Siva ;   TIRUVACAGAM, X!L  9),   and was one
of the   especial   favourites   of  Siva.     One day as he was
walking in the flower garden belonging to the goddess,   he
saw two maidens, attendants upon Parvathi, or Uma,   who
were   plucking   flowers   for   her  garland.   He immediately
became enamoured of the lovely damsels, and in a state of
great   bewilderment  presented  himself before his  master,
who at   once   recognised   the  fact  that  evil   desires  and
passions were alive in his servant's somL     He accordingly
told him that, because it was so, he must descend to earth
and be born a man in the southern land, where he can in
due   time   marry the girls   with whom he is in love,  they
having also been sent down to sojourn on earth,   Sundarar
adores   his   master   and   says,   *0ur  Lord,   since  1   have"
yielded to evil   impulses that must for a time separate meeld the glorious ascension from afar returned to their homes sorrowing that they were left behind.
